Publishing in Professional
Education Magazmes
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Objectives

¢ Encourage school
communications
professionals to write about
relevant experiences and
topics for publication.

¢ Consider opportunities for
collaboration with colleagues
to contribute story ideas.
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. © Recognize the array of

publishing opportunities at
the national and state levels.

@ Describe what editors are

looking for, and how to
improve one’s chances of
having the work accepted.
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Who We Are

School Administrator is the monthly
magazine of AASA, The School
Superintendents Association, reaching
about 20,000 superintendents and central-
office administrators nationwide.

The Illinois School Board Journal is the bi-
monthly flagship publication of the Illinois
Association of School Boards, reaching
about 8,000 board members, school
administrators, and service providers.
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Why Write?
® Education is a field of interesting, innovative, and ever-changing

ideas and topics.

& A professional responsibility to enhance the field of education
and share your district’s story.

¢ An opportunity for reflection and inspiration.
& Pride of authorship.

Wirunis S Paed Boued

JOURNAL



Write for Whom?

{ National Professional Education Perl(fdicals 1

| & School Administrator (AASA) | & High School Today (NFHS)

' @ Principal (NAESP) . @ Techniques (ACTE)

| @ Principal Leadership (NASSP) @ Teaching Young Children

i ® Middle School Journal (AMLE) i & Phi Delta Kappan (PDK)

' & Education Leadership (ASCD) . & Education Week

f ¢ The Learning Professional f & District Administration
& School Business Affairs (ASBO) & School Planning and Management
© ASBJ (NSBA) & American School and University
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Write for Whom?

State-Level Professional Education Periodicals

® School Boards Association

¢ School Superintendents’ Association
® School Business Officials Association
¢ Principals’ Association

¢ Teachers Association/Union
¢ Parent/Teacher Organization

¢ Other organizations
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How to Be Successful

. “Burning desire” . Then, catch my attention with it.

. Pick a subject you are passionate about. & Sell your idea.
I]| I]| ¢ Know what I might be looking for.

[ ¢ Understand that I don’t always know
' what I'm looking for.
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How to Be Successful

Know your audience ... and write for it.
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How to Be Successful

& Write in English.

® Don't tell us everything you know.
® Show, don’t tell.

& Watch the bottom line.

% Be ready to revise.

& Write with awareness.*
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*Write with Awareness

A B

[ .
. & Be thoughtful with the language | ¢ Take account of how people
you use. . want to be referred to.

© Mention a factor only if it’s ¢ And ask if you don’t know.

relevant (and sometimes it is).

& Use “person first” language.

| |
| |
| |
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| |
| |
. & Be inclusive.

- & Avoid assumptions and don’t
stereotype.
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http://www.aasa.org/uploadedFiles/Publications/School_Administrator/2011editorialcalendar.pdf

Breuvity is a by-product
of vigor.

Strunk and White
Words, like eyeglasses,

blur everything they do
not make clear.

Joseph Joubert

Organize your article. Make it flow logically and effortlessly.
Make your points in sequence as if you were telling them to a
friend or trying to convince a colleague. Remember your
audience and strive to anticipate the reader's questions.

Use plain English. Make your meaning clear to every reader. Be
specific when you can. Avoid generalities or unsubstantiated
assertions.

Write concisely. Keep sentences lean and short. A simple
declarative sentence is a thing of beauty. When in doubt, leave it
out.

Cut clutter. Omit unnecessary phrases such as:

in order to say to

in the area of instruction say in instruction

make decisions about say decide about

on an annual basis say yearly

at that point in time say then

subsequent to say after

a large majority say most -- unless a
vote was taken

please do not hesitate to call say please call

in the process of updating say updating

Do not look for answers and solutions to problems and
difficulties. One of each synonym will convey your thought.

If everybody in business
and government learned
to write and edit well,
thus produced strong
copy that was direct and
foreeful, we could wipe
out the national debt
because paperwork
would be cut by one-third

Jefferson Bates
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Common Categories

& Personal experiences and skills
& Distinctive district practices and initiatives
® Op-ed commentaries on issues of the moment

® Rewritten versions of blog posts or conference
presentations

& Off-beat circumstances
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Common Categories

& Personal experiences
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Common Categories

® Distinctive district
practices and
initiatives
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Common Categories

& Distinctive district
practices and
Initiatives
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Common Categories
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on 1ssues of the
moment.
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Common Categories

® Rewritten versions of
blog posts or
conference
presentations
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Common Categories
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Contact Us

jgoldman@aasa.org tgegen@iasb.com
@jpgoldman @jiasbjournal
703.875.0745 217.528.9688
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