Survey of District Superintendents in Illinois, Novenber 1998
II'linois Association of School Boards

Total survey respondents = 579. Percentages are based on the nunber of
responses to each itemrather than the total number of survey
respondents.

Personal Information
In what region is your district |ocated?

Tot al Nor t heast North Central Sout h

VWhat is your gender?
Feral e 68 19 19 12 18
11.8 12.8 13.9 7.2 14.9
Mal e 506 130 118 155 103
88. 2 87.2 86.1 92.8 85.1
VWhat is your age?
Less than 30 1 0 0 1 0
years 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0
30 to 39 years 11 0 5 4 2
1.9 0.0 3.6 2.4 1.7
40 to 49 years 169 36 32 60 41
29. 4 24.2 23. 4 35.9 33.9
50 to 59 years 359 103 90 91 75
62.5 69.1 65.7 54.5 62.0
60 years or over 34 10 10 11 3
5.9 6.7 7.3 6.6 2.5

How rmany years have you served as superintendent
in your current school district?

Less than 12 65 16 19 17 13
nont hs 11.3 10.7 14.0 10.2 10.7
One to three 89 12 25 28 24
years 15.5 8.1 18. 4 16. 8 19.8
Three to five 145 36 30 44 35
years 25.3 24.2 22.1 26. 3 28.9
Five to nine 156 49 29 49 29
years 27.2 32.9 21.3 29.3 24.0
More than ni ne 118 36 33 29 20

years 20.6 24.2 24.3 17. 4 16.5



School Board Procedures

North

Centra

Must your school board neet statutory representati on requirenents?

Townshi p or 174 5
uni ncor por at ed 30.3 3.4
Board nenber 17 2
districts 3.0 1.3
At -1 arge 345 138
60.0 92.6
Conbi nati on 34 3
5.9 2.0
Don't know 5 1
0.9 0.7
How of t en does your school board el ect
Every year 160 49
27.9 33.1
Every two years 412 98
71.8 66. 2
Don't know 2 1
0.3 0.7

Has your school board adopted a vision

officers?

or other statenent of aspirations for the schoo

Yes 494 141
85.9 94. 6
No 78 8
13.6 5.4
Don't know 3 0
0.5 0.0

41
24.6

125
74.9

district?

54
44. 6

11
9.1

30
24.8

91
75. 2

97
80. 2

23
19.0



School

Board Procedures (Conti nued)

North

19
13.5

21
14.9

93
66. 0

7
5.0

1
0.7

25
19. 8

27
21. 4

59
46. 8

15
11.9

0
0.0

is the shape of the table at which your schoo

Centra

29
22.3

47
36.2

50
38.5

Sout h

14
14. 4

34
35.1

41
42. 3

board neets?

Board devel oped 87
it 17.6
Staff devel oped 129
it 26.1
Conmunity effort 243
49. 2
None of the 33
above 6.7
No vi si on 2
st at enent 0.4
What
Menbers face one 185
anot her 32.3
Rect angl e, board 31
faces out 5.4
U or V, board 344
faces out 60.0
O her 13
2.3

Does your schoo

board hold retreats

or study sessions where no action is taken?

No 162

28.4
Annual retreat 47
at board office 8.2
Annual retreat 102
away from office 17.9
Regul ar study 74
sessi ons 13.0
Cccasi onal st udy 186
sessi ons 32.6

17
11.6

15
10. 3

25
17.1

31
21.2

58
39.7

31
22.5

14
10. 1

30
21. 7

19
13.8

44
31.9

63
38.0

9
5.4

89
53.6

5
3.0

62
37.1

12

27

16. 2

14
8.4

52
31.1

43. 8

7.4
55
45.5

3.3

52
43. 3

20
16. 7

10
8.3

32
26. 7



School Board Procedures (Continued)

How of t en does your schoo

Twi ce a nonth 29

5.0
Once a nonth 139

24.2
Most regul ar 224
nmeet i ngs 39.0
Periodically, as 183
needed 31.8

School Board Policies

30
20.1

59
39.6

52
34.9

North

31
22.5

52
37.7

46
33.3

Does your board policy provide zero-tol erance

for student m sconduct involving drugs/al coho

Centra

board convene in closed neetings?

64
38.3

52
31.1

at school ?

Yes, a policy is 413
in force. 71.8
A policy is likely 32
in the future 5.6
No, such a policy 39
was rejected 6.8
No policy has 78
been consi der ed 13.6
Don't know None 13
of the above 2.3

16
10. 7

20
13. 4

Does your zero-tolerance policy allow

any discretion in determ ning puni shent?

No di scretion 72
al | oned 12.9
Yes, school 179
board di scretion 32.1
Yes, discretion 68
by superi nt endent 12.2
Yes, principal 113
di scretion 20. 3
Don't know Not 126

appl i cabl e 22.6

23
16. 1

27
18.9

36
25.2

11
8.0

22
15.9

17
12.5

38
27.9

19
14.0

28
20.6

34
25.0

29
18.0

55
34.2

12
7.5

33
20.5

32
19.9

Sout h

37
30.6

49
40.5

33
27.3

20
16.9

35
29.7

14
11.9

25
21.2

24
20. 3



School Board Policies (Continued)

North

Does your district require random drug/al coho

tests for extra-curricular participation?

Yes, a policy is 19
in force 3.3
A policy is 44
bei ng consi dered 7.7
A proposal was 30
rejected 5.2
A policy has not 475
been consi dered 82.6
Don't know None 7
of the above 1.2

Does your district require random drug/ al coho

testing anong all enpl oyees?

Yes a policy is 5
in force 0.9
A policy is 17
bei ng consi dered 3.0
A proposal was 24
rejected 4.2
A policy has not 517
been consi dered 90.1
Don't know None 11
of the above 1.9

135
91.2

2
1.4

121
87.7

4
2.9

Centra

153
91.6

1.8

Does your district permt home-school ed students to take
part in athletics or other extra-curricular activities?

Yes 112
19.5
No 116
20.2
Never asked 346

32
21.6

17
11.5

99
66. 9

28
20. 3

33
23.9

77
55.8

35
21.0

40
24.0

92
55.1

Sout h

oo

w s

17
14.0

26
21.5

78
64.5



School Board Policies (Continued)

Tot al Nor t heast North Centra

Has your district enrolled any hone-schoo
students part-tine in academnic cl asses?

Never asked

How does your district
students who decide to

173 31 50 65
30.4 21.1 36. 8 39.2
54 16 10 13
9.5 10.9 7.4 7.8
342 100 76 88
60.1 68.0 55.9 53.0

handl e pl acenent deci sions for hone-

enroll full-time in public school ?

Sout h

27
22.5

15
12.5

78
65.0

school

Age of student,
primarily

Parents
assessnent

St udent testing,
primarily

Princi pal s
j udgrnent

None of above/
Not applicabl e

59 26 16 10
10. 3 17.6 11.6 6.1
8 1 2 3
1.4 0.7 1.4 1.8
235 45 47 80
41.1 30.4 34.1 48. 5
170 39 52 44
29.7 26.4 37.7 26. 7
100 37 21 28
17.5 25.0 15. 2 17.0

Has your district provided renediation help
for home-school ed students who enroll in your school s?

Yes, substanti al
anmount needed

Yes, nodest
anmount needed

A few students
need some hel p

Typi cal | y not
needed

Don' t know Not
appl i cabl e

35 6 9 9
6.1 4.0 6.5 5.4
27 7 4 9
4.7 4.7 2.9 5.4
87 14 24 30
15. 2 9.4 17. 4 18. 1
154 43 39 40
26.8 28.9 28.3 24. 1
271 79 62 78
47.2 53.0 44.9 47.0

63
52.1

35
28.9

14
11.6

11
9.1

19
15. 7

32
26. 4

52
43.0



School Board Policies (Continued)

Tot al Nor t heast North

Has your school board di scussed the possible

creation or approval of a charter school ?

Yes, approved a 4 0
charter proposal 0.7 0.0
Eval uat ed and 25 22
rejected 4.4 14. 8
Board di scussed 23 9
its own ideas 4.0 6.0
Charter concept 484 109
has not come up 84.5 73.2
None of above 37 9
Don't know 6.5 6.0

Internet Usage

Centra

Sout h

109
90.1

Does your district office have access to the Wrld Wde Web?

Yes 476 126

83.1 84.6
No, but will 81 19
soon 14. 1 12.8
No, we have 10 1
no pl ans 1.7 0.7
Undeci ded/ Don' t 6 3
know 1.0 2.0

Do you personally use the Wrld Wde Wb?

Yes, often from 276 74
of fi ce and hone 50.0 50. 3
Yes, often from 112 28
the office 20. 3 19.0
Yes, often from 37 8
hone 6.7 5.4
Rarely or never 88 30
use the Wb 15.9 20. 4
Have no access 39 7

to the Wb 7.1 4.8

66
50. 8

29
22.3

81
50.9

28
17.6

14

22

13.8

14

100
82.6

18
14.9

55
47. 4

27
23.3

15
12.9

13
11.2



I nternet Usage

Frequently or 54
regularly 9.6
Cccasional ly 249

44.2
Rarely or never 187

33.2
Unawar e of | ASB 25
website 4.4
Do not use the 48
Wb 8.5

How useful did you find the

Not usef ul 2

0.4
Sonme material is 94
i nteresting 17.1
Useful material, 65
hard to find 11.8
Useful , inportant 188
and easy to use 34.1
Have not used 202
| ASB website 36.7

54
36. 2

59
39.6

10
6.7

14
9.4

| ASB website?

24
16. 8

14
9.8

36
25.2

68
47. 6

Do you have an Internet E-mail address?

Yes, | use it 359
regularly 62.8
Yes, but do not 142
use it regularly 24.8
No, | have no E 71

mai | access 12. 4

98
65.8

27
18.1

24
16. 1

North

13

59
44. 4

35.3

25
18.9

13

52

39.4

42
31.8

79
57.7

45
32.8

13

Centra

15
80
49.1

46
28. 2

14

31
19. 4

21
13.1

55
34.4

52
32.5

106
64. 2

42
25.5

17
10. 3

Sout h

14
11.9

56
47.5

35
29. 7

11
9.3

14
12.1

17
14. 7

45
38.8

40
34.5

76
62. 8

28
23.1

17
14.0



I nternet Usage

Nor t heast North

Tot al Central
How often do you check for new E-mail nmessages?
More than once 216 64 47 62
a day 38.2 43.0 35.1 37.8
About once a day 138 32 33 44
24. 4 21.5 24.6 26. 8
A few tines 76 13 19 24
each week 13. 4 8.7 14. 2 14. 6
Once a week 56 14 16 14
or less 9.9 9.4 11.9 8.5
No I nternet 80 26 19 20
Emai | 14.1 17. 4 14. 2 12.2
Are you interested in establishing groups of Illinois
adm ni strators to exchange E-nmail messages?
Yes 337 83 82 101
59. 4 56.1 60. 7 61. 2
No 76 21 21 18
13. 4 14. 2 15.6 10.9
No opi ni on 87 22 17 31
15.3 14.9 12. 6 18.8
Do not use 67 22 15 15
Emai | 11.8 14.9 11.1 9.1
Shoul d I ASB use Internet E-mail to communicate
wi th board nmenmbers and superi nt endents?
Yes 350 89 86 103
61.1 59.7 62.3 62.0
No 107 22 28 34
18.7 14. 8 20. 3 20.5
No opi ni on 116 38 24 29
20. 2 25.5 17. 4 17.5

Sout h

43
36.1

29
24. 4

20
16. 8

12
10.1

15
12.6

71
59.7

16
13. 4

17
14. 3

15
12.6

72
60. 0

23
19.2

25
20. 8



Preferred Communications Media

Tot al Nor t heast North Centra

How | i kely would you be to use audi o tapes
of 1 ASB periodicals, reports and news?

Very likely 82 22 15 26
14. 3 14.9 10.9 15.6
Sonewhat |ikely 136 40 30 38
23.7 27.0 21. 7 22.8
Not |ikely 356 86 93 103
62.0 58.1 67.4 61.7

Do you use a conputer to obtain information?

Yes 479 120 120 139
83.7 81.6 87.0 83.2
No 93 27 18 28
16. 3 18. 4 13.0 16. 8

19
15.7

28
23.1

74
61. 2

100
83.3

20
16. 7

Wuld you like to receive information from | ASB via your computer?

Prefer printed 250 62 69 63
materials by mail 53.4 53.4 59.5 45.7
Prefer |nternet 142 32 30 49
E- mai | 30.3 27.6 25.9 35.5
Prefer conmputer 13 2 2 7
di sks 2.8 1.7 1.7 5.1
Prefer |nternet 32 10 8 12
downl oadi ng 6.8 8.6 6.9 8.7
O her/ undeci ded 31 10 7 7

6.6 8.6 6.0 5.1

VWhat is your preference fromanong the
foll ow ng neans of receiving information from | ASB?

Printed i nformation 255 63 62 72
delivered by mail 44. 7 42.9 45. 3 43. 4
Printed i nformation 132 31 34 39
del i vered by FAX 23.2 21.1 24.8 23.5
Conput er accessi bl e 148 38 34 47
i nformati on 26.0 25.9 24.8 28.3
I nfornmation on 15 4 4 5
audi o t apes 2.6 2.7 2.9 3.0
None of the 20 11 3 3

above/ Undeci ded 3.5 7.5 2.2 1.8

56
57.1

31
31.6

2
2.0

58
48. 3

28
23.3

29
24. 2



Evaluation of IASB Publications

Tot al Nor t heast North Central Sout h

How t horoughly do you read I11linois School Board Journal ?
Al or nost of 109 24 25 34 26
every issue 19.0 16.1 18.1 20.5 21.5
Sone of every 255 71 60 69 55
i ssue 44. 4 47.7 43.5 41. 6 45.5
Sone of nost 183 48 46 56 33
i ssues 31.9 32.2 33.3 33.7 27.3
O'ten nothing 19 5 6 4 4
3.3 3.4 4.3 2.4 3.3
Never 8 1 1 3 3
1.4 0.7 0.7 1.8 2.5
If you do not read Illinois School Board Journal, what is the reason?
Don't recall 13 1 6 4 2
seeing the 8.0 2.6 16. 7 8.0 5.4
Rarely have tine 97 16 19 38 24
59.9 41.0 52.8 76.0 64.9
Does not appeal 16 7 3 2 4
to me 9.9 17.9 8.3 4.0 10.8
Prefer other 31 12 8 5 6
publ i cations 19.1 30.8 22.2 10.0 16. 2
Journal is 5 3 0 1 1
repetitive 3.1 7.7 0.0 2.0 2.7
How t hor oughly do you read the School Board News Bull etin?
Al or nost of 289 54 72 98 65
every issue 50.6 36. 2 52.9 59.0 54.2
Sone of every 191 59 47 43 42
i ssue 33.5 39.6 34.6 25.9 35.0
Sone of nost 81 31 16 22 12
i ssues 14. 2 20. 8 11.8 13.3 10.0
O'ten nothing 5 3 0 1 1
0.9 2.0 0.0 0.6 0.8
Never 5 2 1 2 0



Eval uati on of | ASB Publications (Conti nued)

Tot al Nor t heast North Central Sout h

If you do not read the School Board News Bulletin, what is the reason?

Don't recall 12 3 4 3 2
seeing the 10.5 9.1 14. 8 8.8 10.0
Rarely have the 47 12 10 16 9
time 41.2 36.4 37.0 47.1 45.0
Does not appeal 28 6 9 7 6
to me 24. 6 18.2 33.3 20. 6 30.0
Prefer other 24 10 4 7 3
publ i cations 21.1 30.3 14. 8 20. 6 15.0
News Bulletin is 3 2 0 1 0
repetitive 2.6 6.1 0.0 2.9 0.0

How rmuch space shoul d the Journal and
News Bulletin devote to school reformissues?

More space 167 57 39 41 30
29.1 38.3 28.5 24.6 25.0
Less space 60 11 12 19 18
10.5 7.4 8.8 11. 4 15.0
Same space 303 67 76 98 62
52.9 45.0 55.5 58.7 51.7
No opi ni on 43 14 10 9 10
7.5 9.4 7.3 5.4 8.3
How rmuch space shoul d the Journal and
News Bulletin devote to the school board' s role?
More space 358 98 85 100 75
62.5 65. 8 62.0 59.9 62.5
Less space 22 7 2 4 9
3.8 4.7 1.5 2.4 7.5
Same space 167 35 45 54 33
29.1 23.5 32.8 32.3 27.5
No opi ni on 26 9 5 9 3
4.5 6.0 3.6 5.4 2.5



Eval uati on of | ASB Publications (Conti nued)

How rmuch space shoul d the Journa

and

North

News Bulletin devote to research in teaching and

More space 200
34.9

Less space 71
12. 4

Same space 272
47.5

No opi ni on 30
5.2

How nmuch space shoul d the Journa
News Bulletin devote to | oca

More space 248
43.4

Less space 51
8.9

Same space 242
42.3

No opi ni on 31
5.4

How nmuch space shoul d the Journa
devote to state policy issues?

72
48. 3

14
9.4

55
36.9

8
5.4

and

policy issues?

57
38.3

21
14.1

59
39.6

12
8.1

30.7

12
8.8

77
56. 2

39.4

10
7.3

65
47. 4

8
5.8

Centra

59
35.3

19
11. 4

80
47.9

9
5.4

84
50. 3

and News Bul l etin

More space 159
27.8
Less space 72
12. 6
Same space 313
54.7
No opi ni on 28

53.0

11

50. 4

39
23. 4

19
11. 4

101
60. 5

Sout h

27
22.5

26
21. 7

60
50.0

53
44.5

13
10.9

49
41. 2

3.4

36
30.3

17
14. 3

64
53.8



Eval uati on of

How rmuch space shoul d the Journa
devote to happenings in Springfield and Washi ngt on?

| ASB Publications (Continued)

and News Bul l etin

North

Centra

Sout h

More space

Less space

Same space

No opi ni on

VWhat grade do you give the Journa

Excel | ent

Good

Fair

Weak

Poor

VWhat grade do you give the News Bulletin as

0.7

29
19.5

28
18. 8

82
55.0

10
6.7

25
18. 2

31
22.6

73
53.3

8
5.8

57.5

15

as a source of help to you?

0.7

22
15.9

84
60. 9

25
18. 1

38
22.9

102
61.4

22
13.3

23
19.5

76
64. 4

17
14. 4

Excel | ent

Good

Fair

Weak

Poor

35
25.4

72
52.2

26
18. 8

43
25. 7

103
61.7

18
10. 8

32
26.9

73
61. 3

13
10.9



Eval uati on of

How i nportant to you is the Report of the Joint Annua

Very inportant

Somewhat
i mport ant

Not very
i mport ant

Don't recal
seeing it

Does your district use the School

Yes, extensive

use

Yes, limted use

Sel dom use it

Unawar e/ Do not

receive it

How do you fee

214
37.3

296
51.6

11
1.9

73
12. 7

310
54.1

147
25.7

43
7.5

| ASB Publications (Continued)

Public Rel ati ons Service?

78
53.1

40
27.2

16
10.9

about the new index in

North

17
12. 3

58
42.0

60
43.5

3
2.2

Centra

Sout h

Conf er ence?

17
10. 2

66
39.5

82
49.1

2
1.2

44
36.4

68
56.2

12

70
57.9

32
26. 4

Code?

Have not used

t he Code

Did not notice

new i ndex

New i ndex is
nore usefu

New i ndex is
| ess usefu

Little
di fference

181
31.5

287
50.0

15
10.1

50
33.8

65
43.9

2
1.4

16
10. 8

24 24
17. 4 14. 4
70 92
50.7 55.1
33 42
23.9 25.1
11 9
8.0 5.4
the 1998 Illinois Schoo

13 13
9.4 7.8
50 59
36.2 35.3
62 80
44.9 47.9
0 2
0.0 1.2
13 13
9.4 7.8

22
18. 2

80
66. 1



Eval uati on of | ASB Publications (Conti nued)

How useful is the Yearbook and Guide to Services?

Exam ne it, but 149
rarely use it 26.0
Val uabl e 69
r ef erence 12.0
Keep it but 245
rarely use it 42. 7
Not usef ul 79

13.8
Don't recall 32
seeing it 5.6

Evaluation of IASB Workshops

How many | ASB wor kshops do you attend each year on average?

Four or nore per 36
year 6.3
Two or three 230
40.1
One 248
43. 2
None 60
10.5

How do you nost often find out about

60
40.5

27
18. 2

14
9.5

57
38.3

70
47.0

20
13. 4

North

36
26.1

15
10.9

63
45.7

14
10. 1

10
7.2

52
37.7

57
41. 3

18
13.0

Centra

41

23

13.8

75
44. 9

22
13.2

62
37.3

75
45, 2

14
8.4

Sout h

39
32.2

17
14.0

47
38.8

16
13.2

46
38.0

6.6

| ASB conf erences and wor kshops?

Announcenent s t hat 437
cone in the mail 76. 3
From News 29
Bul l etin 51
From board 1
menber s 0.2
Froma variety 104
of sources 18. 2
Usual | y not 2

awar e 0.3

24
19. 8



Eval uati on of | ASB Wrkshops (Conti nued)

Tot al Nor t heast North Central Sout h

VWhat is the single nost positive feature about | ASB wor kshops?

Rel evant to ny 316 80 78 93 65
needs 56.5 55.9 58. 6 56.7 54.6
Speakers hold ny 7 2 0 3 2
i nt er est 1.3 1.4 0.0 1.8 1.7
Conveni ent 43 12 7 17 7
| ocations, tines 7.7 8.4 5.3 10. 4 59
Reasonabl e cost 22 1 6 9 6

3.9 0.7 4.5 5.5 5.0
Interact with 171 48 42 42 39
other districts 30.6 33.6 31.6 25.6 32.8

VWhat is the single nost negative feature about |ASB wor kshops?

Not rel evant to 69 29 11 19 10
ny needs 13.0 21.6 8.5 12.2 9.1
Bori ng speakers 75 24 17 21 13

14. 2 17.9 13.1 13.5 11.8
| nconveni ent 253 47 78 74 54
| ocations, tines 47. 7 35.1 60.0 47. 4 49. 1
H gh cost 46 11 6 15 14

8.7 8.2 4.6 9.6 12.7
No tinme to 87 23 18 27 19
i nteract 16. 4 17.2 13.8 17.3 17.3

VWhat is the single nost inportant reason
you do not attend | ASB wor kshops?

I nconveni ent 89 15 32 23 19
times, places 16. 2 10. 4 24.1 14. 3 17.1
Board does not 1 1 0 0 0
pay expenses 0.2 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0
Topi cs not 42 18 7 12 5
rel evant 7.7 12.5 5.3 7.5 4.5
Too many ot her 377 97 88 114 78
demands on tine 68.7 67.4 66. 2 70.8 70. 3
Repetitive 40 13 6 12 9



Eval uati on of | ASB Wrkshops (Conti nued)

North

Do | ASB wor kshops, conferences and neetings provide

adequate value in return for the tine and noney you invest?

Val ue good to 269
excel | ent 47. 3
Value fair to 30
poor 5.3
Val ue vari es 244
wi del y 42.9
No opi ni on 26

4.6

VWat is the one nost inportant

nmenbers do not attend their

Too many ot her 395
demands on tine 69. 8
Pr ograns not 31
rel evant 5.5
Too little 6
advance i nformation 1.1
No desire to 61
keep i nf or med 10. 8
Repetitive for 73
vet eran nenbers 12.9

19
12. 8

VWhat is the best reason for boards and
to attend Division D nner Meetings?

Interact with 296
other districts 52.0
At | east one 78
topi c of val ue 13.7
Soci al 59
opportunity 10. 4
Usef ul 63
i nformati on 11.1
None/ Uncert ai n 73

12. 8

74
50.0

13
8.8

17
11.5

16
10. 8

28
18.9

70
50. 7

reason that nore schoo
Di vi sion D nner Meetings?

18
13. 4

adm ni strators

18
13.1

14
10. 2

13

Centra

5.5

boar d

25
15.2

22
13. 4

83
50. 6

33
20. 1

11
6.7

16

21
12. 8

Sout h

79
65. 8

20
16. 7

14
11.7

56
46. 7

23
19.2

13
10. 8

17
14. 2

11
9.2



Evaluation of IASB Staff Responsiveness

Tot al Nor t heast North Centra

How often did you or your staff call |ASB staff
for help or information during the past 12 nonths?

Five or nore 170 44 39
calls 29.6 29.5 28.5
Two to four 299 75 79
calls 52.1 50. 3 57.7
One cal l 40 10 5

7.0 6.7 3.6
No calls 65 20 14

11.3 13. 4 10.2

VWen you call | ASB, how easy or difficult
isit to reach a staff nenmber who can hel p you?

Usual | y easy and 355 91 84
hassl e-free 70. 3 70.5 68. 3
Delay is 128 33 33
somewhat typical 25.3 25.6 26.8
Time and patience 13 1 5
required 2.6 0.8 4.1
| dread calling 3 2 0
| ASB of fice 0.6 1.6 0.0
Did not call/No 6 2 1
opi ni on 1.2 1.6 0.8

How cooperative and hel pful did you find the
| ASB staff when you called for information or hel p?

Al ways hel pful, 365 84 87
cooperative 72.3 65.1 70.7
Usual Iy hel pful, 126 41 31
cooperative 25.0 31.8 25.2
Sonewhat hel pful , 11 3 4
cooperative 2.2 2.3 3.3
Rar el y/ never hel pful, 0 0 0
cooperative 0.0 0.0 0.0
Have not called 3 1

44
26. 3

90
53.9

16

17
10. 2

109
73.6

34
23.0

111
75.0

33
22.3

43
35.5

55

45.5

7.4

14
11.6

71
67.6

N
~ 00

26.

o A~

=
O

83
79.0

21
20.0



Eval uation of I ASB Staff Responsiveness (Continued)

Have you ever failed
requested of an | ASB

Al calls
returned pronptly

Soneti nes there
is a delay

Failed to return
call once

Several failures
to return cal

No return calls
request ed

North

to receive a return cal
staff menber?

365 93 86
72.4 72.7 69.9
65 15 21
12.9 11.7 17.1
15 5 3
3.0 3.9 2.4
7 1 4
1.4 0.8 3.3
52 14 9
10. 3 10.9 7.3

How do you rate the I ASB staff in terns

of availability, know edge and desire to help you?

Al ways
know edgeabl e

Soneti nes hard
to find help

Oten | ack
needed know edge

Oten seem
di si nterested

Don't know No
opi ni on

How do you feel about the voice-mai

447 110 106
88.7 85.3 86. 2
33 8 11
6.5 6.2 8.9
3 2 1
0.6 1.6 0.8
6 2 3
1.2 1.6 2.4
15 7 2
3.0 5.4 1.6

Centra

108
73.0

oo

20
13.5

136
91.9

oo

systemat the | ASB of fices?

Sout h

78
74. 3

14
13.3

95
91.3

I like it

| can tolerate
it

| despise it

Undeci ded

| have not used
it

79 23 19
15.6 17.8 15. 4
280 59 75
55.4 45.7 61.0
51 14 11
10. 1 10.9 8.9
37 13 7
7.3 10.1 57
58 20 11

11.5 15.5 8.9

22
14.9

82
55.4

19
12. 8

8
5.4

17
11.5

15
14. 3

64
61.0

7
6.7

9
8.6

10
9.5



Eval uation of I ASB Staff Responsiveness (Continued)

Tot al Nor t heast North Centra

How easy or difficult is it to register
for an | ASB wor kshop or neeting?

Al ways easy and 470 111 103
hassl e-free 82.5 75.0 75.7
Sonetinmes a 53 18 17
chal | enge 9.3 12. 2 12.5
Frequently 2 2 0
unpl easant 0.4 1.4 0.0
Don't know No 45 17 16
opi ni on 7.9 11.5 11.8

I f your board has used an IASB in-district service,
how do you feel about the outcome?

Tried but unable 7 2 1
to schedul e 1.2 1.4 0.7
Met or exceeded 264 74 72
al | expectations 46.5 50.0 52.6
Did not neet all 63 19 19
expect ati ons 11.1 12.8 13.9
Unsati sfactory 5 2 1
out cone 0.9 1.4 0.7
No service/ Don't 229 51 44
know 40. 3 34.5 32.1

Have you had any problens getting mai
fromI1ASB directed to your correct address?

No probl ens 555 142 134
97.0 95.3 97.8
Smal | probl ens 17 7 3

75
45.5

17
10. 3

70
42. 4

159
96. 4

Sout h

112
93.3

64
54.2

120
99. 2



School Board Work

Tot al Nor t heast North Central Sout h

How rmuch of your time is consuned each nonth by school board neetings?

Fi ve hours or 32 8 8 10 6
| ess per nonth 5.6 5.4 5.8 6.0 5.0
Six to ten hours 183 37 41 60 45
31.9 24.8 29.9 35.9 37.2
11 to 15 hours 188 46 48 57 37
32.8 30.9 35.0 34.1 30.6
16 hours or nore 171 58 40 40 33
29.8 38.9 29.2 24.0 27.3

How nmuch of your time is consuned each nonth
in other interactions with school board nenbers?

Fi ve hours or 247 49 56 80 62
| ess per nonth 43.0 32.9 40.9 47.9 51.2
Six to ten hours 230 63 60 64 43
40.1 42.3 43.8 38.3 35.5

11 to 15 hours 58 22 14 11 11
10.1 14. 8 10.2 6.6 9.1

16 hours or nore 39 15 7 12 5
6.8 10.1 51 7.2 4.1

My school board has a cl ear understandi ng of why the
school district exists and what it is supposed to acconplish

Agree conpl etely 248 78 63 62 45
43. 4 53.1 46.0 37.3 37.2

Tend to agree 270 57 65 86 62
47.3 38.8 47. 4 51.8 51.2

Uncertain 22 3 3 12 4
3.9 2.0 2.2 7.2 3.3

Tend to di sagree 26 9 6 3 8
4.6 6.1 4.4 1.8 6.6

Di sagree 5 0 0 3 2
conpletely 0.9 0.0 0.0 1.8 1.7



School Board W rk (Continued)

My school board del egates adequate authority

North Central Sout h

to the superintendent to pursue agreed-upon ains.

Agree conpletely 349
60. 7
Tend to agree 186
32.3
Uncertain 14
2.4
Tend to di sagree 20
3.5
Di sagree 6
conpletely 1.0

79 95 73
57.2 56.9 60. 3
45 62 42
32.6 37.1 34.7
4 5 3
2.9 3.0 2.5
9 3 2
6.5 1.8 1.7
1 2 1
0.7 1.2 0.8

My school board has an appropriate systemfor nmonitoring district
per formance and hol di ng ne accountable for pursuing its ains.

Agree conpl etely 204
35.5

Tend to agree 243
42.3

Uncertain 61
10.6

Tend to di sagree 57
9.9

Di sagree 9
conpletely 1.6

17
11. 4

3
2.0

49 43 34
35.5 25.9 28. 1
58 80 62
42.0 48. 2 51.2
13 26 14
9.4 15. 7 11.6
16 14 10
11.6 8.4 8.3
2 3 1
1.4 1.8 0.8

School board nmenbers are well-respected in nmy school district.

Agree conpl etely 235
40.9

Tend to agree 235
40.9

Uncertain 63
11.0

Tend to di sagree 35
6.1

Di sagree 7

conpletely 1.2

72
48. 3

47
31.5

16
10. 7

14
9.4

0
0.0

61 52 50
44,2 31.1 41.3
57 86 45
41. 3 51.5 37.2
10 22 15
7.2 13.2 12. 4
7 5 9
5.1 3.0 7.4
3 2 2
2.2 1.2 1.7



School Board W rk (Continued)

North

Central Sout h

Agree conpletely 216
37.6
Tend to agree 222
38.6
Uncertain 44
7.7
Tend to di sagree 71
12.3
Di sagree 22
conpletely 3.8

65
43. 6

54
36. 2

8
5.4

15
10.1

7
4.7

52
37.7

55
39.9

8
5.8

17
12. 3

6
4.3

60 39
35.9 32.2
62 51
37.1 42.1
21 7
12. 6 5.8
20 19
12.0 15. 7
4 5
2.4 4.1

| can take pride in being associated with a school system
wher e peopl e care about children and good school s.

Agree conpl etely 394
68. 5

Tend to agree 156
27.1

Uncertain 16
2.8

Tend to di sagree 8
1.4

Di sagree 1
conpletely 0.2

| enjoy a mutual ly-trusting

101 77
60. 5 63.6
60 36
35.9 29. 8
5 5
3.0 4.1
0 3
0.0 2.5
1 0
0.6 0.0

school board.

Agree conpl etely 301
52.3
Tend to agree 181
31.5
Uncertain 55
9.6
Tend to di sagree 25
4.3
Di sagree 13

conpletely 2.3

82 59
49.1 48. 8
60 43
35.9 35.5
12 13
7.2 10. 7
9 4
5.4 3.3
4 2
2.4 1.7



School

Board Work (Conti nued)

North

Sout h

Total Northeast Central
My school board needs to make inportant changes
inthe way it functions.
Agree conpl etely 54 17 15 13 9
9.4 11. 4 10.9 7.8 7.4
Tend to agree 94 23 24 27 20
16.4 15. 4 17. 4 16. 3 16.5
Uncertain 44 10 7 17 10
7.7 6.7 5.1 10. 2 8.3
Tend to di sagree 204 42 55 60 47
35.5 28.2 39.9 36.1 38.8
Di sagree 178 57 37 49 35
conmpl etely 31.0 38.3 26.8 29.5 28.9
My school board needs to conmunicate a nore
up-to-date vision for public education in our community.
Agree conpl etely 38 6 12 12 8
6.6 4.0 8.7 7.2 6.6
Tend to agree 114 30 30 25 29
19.8 20.1 21. 7 15.0 24.0
Uncertain 67 7 13 34 13
11.7 4.7 9.4 20.4 10.7
Tend to di sagree 223 57 57 58 51
38.8 38.3 41.3 34.7 42.1
Di sagree 133 49 26 38 20
conmpl etely 23.1 32.9 18.8 22.8 16.5
My school board needs a better way to eval uate ny perfornmance.
Agree conpl etely 57 13 14 22 8
9.9 8.7 10.1 13.2 6.7
Tend to agree 127 31 26 33 37
22.1 20.8 18.8 19.8 30.8
Uncertain 98 18 22 35 23
17.1 12.1 15.9 21.0 19.2
Tend to di sagree 179 44 45 53 37
31.2 29.5 32.6 31.7 30.8
Di sagree 113 43 31 24 15
conpl etely 19.7 28.9 22.5 14. 4 12.5



School Board W rk (Continued)

North Centra

My school board shoul d study new ways to provi de | eadership

Agree conpletely 48
8.4
Tend to agree 152
26.5
Uncertain 97
16.9
Tend to di sagree 165
28.7
Di sagree 112
conpletely 19.5

My school board needs to function

Agree conpl etely 93
16.2
Tend to agree 108
18.8
Uncertain 35
6.1
Tend to di sagree 167
29.0
Di sagree 172
conpletely 29.9

My school board should spend nore tine dealing with goals and

22
14. 8

37
24.8

43
28.9

38
25.5

52
34.9

36
26.1

23
16. 7

38
27.5

27
19.6
effectively as

22
15.9

27
19.6

6
4.3

42
30.4

41
29. 7

expectations and less time with operational matters.

Agree conpl etely 127
22.1
Tend to agree 183
31.9
Uncertain 49
8.5
Tend to di sagree 149
26.0
Di sagree 66

conpletely 11.5

31
20.9

42
28.4

8
5.4

37
25.0

30
20.3

37
26.8

38
27.5

12
8.7

35
25. 4

16
11.6

47
28.3

26
15. 7

51
30.7

14
8.4

50
29.9

46
27.5

45
26.9

14
8.4

Sout h

33
27.3

26
21.5

39
32.2

16
13.2

19
15. 7

20
16.5

12

37

30.6

33
27.3

27
22.3

42
34.7

14
11.6

32
26. 4



School Board Wrk (Continued)

My school board should be nore aggressive in
into district goals.

soliciting conmunity input

North

Agree conpl etely 36
6.3
Tend to agree 137
24.0
Uncertain 93
16.3
Tend to di sagree 225
39.3
Di sagree 81
conpletel y 14. 2

School Improvements Needed

62
41.9

37
25.0

14
10. 1

39
28.3

15
10.9

54
39.1

16
11.6

Centra

2.4

41
24. 7

45
27.1

58
34.9

18
10. 8

Pl ease assess the wages and worki ng conditions necessary
to attract capable principals and teachers in your district.

Satisfactory 433
75.7
Not satisfactory 118
20.6
Undeci ded 21
3.7

Sout h

30
25.0

20
16. 7

51
42.5

10

92
76.7

22
18. 3

Pl ease assess the expectations that admi nistrators and teachers

in your district have for thenselves and for students.

Satisfactory 473
82.8
Not satisfactory 69
12.1
Undeci ded 29

92
77.3

20
16. 8



School | nprovenents Needed (Conti nued)

North

Pl ease assess the communi cati ons bet ween st aff
and community in your district.

Satisfactory 428
75.0
Not satisfactory 92
16.1
Undeci ded 51
8.9

Pl ease assess the comunity

your policies and standards.

i nvol venent

in setting

Satisfactory 341
59.9
Not satisfactory 119
20.9
Undeci ded 109
19.2

97
66. 0

28
19.0

22
15.0

81
58. 7

32
23.2

25
18. 1

Centra

126
75.9

24
14.5

16

94
56. 6

37
22.3

35
21. 1

Sout h

84
70. 6

18
15.1

17
14. 3

69
58.5

22
18.6

27
22.9

Pl ease assess your conmunity's effort (tax rate) to support schools.

Satisfactory 406
71.2
Not satisfactory 137
24.0
Undeci ded 27
4.7

VWi ch of the follow ng would you increase or inprove to nmake
t he nost significant inprovenent

Teacher and 112
adm ni strator 19. 6
st andar ds

Technol ogy 107
i nvest nent 18. 8
Par ent -t eacher 198
cooperation 34.7
School board 72
per f or mance 12. 6
None of the 81

above 14. 2

25
16.9

42
28.4

21
14. 2

34
23.0

i n your school

district?

34 30
25.0 18.1
25 39
18. 4 23.5
43 67
31.6 40. 4
18 19
13.2 11. 4
16 11
11.8 6.6

80
67.2

31
26.1

8
6.7

22
18. 3

18

15.0

46
38.3

14
11.7

20
16. 7



School | nprovenents Needed (Conti nued)

VWi ch of the followi ng changes in your schoo
t he nost significant inprovenent

Better qualified 102
candi dat es 18.0
Re-orient to 146
| eadership role 25.7
Better board 130
training 22.9
More comunity 46
i nvol venent 8.1
None of the 144
above 25.4

26
17.8

37
25.3

20
13.7

12
8.2

51
34.9

North

i n your school

25
18. 2

40
29. 2

27
19. 7

15
10.9

30
21.9

VWi ch of the following is the biggest obstacle

to good education in your schoo

district?

Over whel m ng 263
soci al probl ens 47.1
State 225
regul ati ons 40. 3
Boar d/ admi ni strative 15
| eadership 2.7
Amount  of 35
conmuni ty support 6.3
Quality of 20
pr of essi onal staff 3.6

59
40.7

69
47. 6

5
3.4

= o

VWi ch is the bigger obstacle to good educati on,

(nst acl e above 252
i s bigger 45. 2
Lack of noney is 233
bi gger obstacl e 41.8
Undeci ded or 72

equal inportance 12.9

66
45. 8

62
43.1

16
11.1

58
43.0

57
42.2

20
14. 8

Centra

board woul d make
district?

11
6.6

31
18. 7

87
54.0

37.9

= o1 g b~

o b

l ack of funding
or the obstacle you checked in the previous Question?

14. 4

Sout h

20
16. 8

27
22. 7

32
26.9

32
26.9

58
49, 2

43
36.4

50
42. 4

55
46. 6

13
11.0



School | nprovenents Needed (Conti nued)

Tot al Nor t heast North Central Sout h

How do you feel about the future of education in your school district?

Very optimstic 193 66 42 56 29

34.4 45.5 30.9 34.6 24. 6
Somewhat 311 70 77 87 77
optimstic 55.4 48. 3 56. 6 53.7 65. 3
Somewhat 39 6 13 15 5
pessimstic 7.0 4.1 9.6 9.3 4.2
Very pessinmistic 5 1 1 0 3

0.9 0.7 0.7 0.0 2.5
Undeci ded 13 2 3 4 4

2.3 1.4 2.2 2.5 3.4

How do you feel about the future of education generally
in the state of Illinois?

Very optimstic 44 7 16 15 6

7.8 4.8 11.8 9.2 5.1
Somewhat 337 94 77 91 75
optimstic 60. 0 64. 8 56. 6 55.8 63. 6
Somewhat 138 34 31 47 26
pessimstic 24.6 23.4 22.8 28.8 22.0
Very pessinmistic 29 8 8 6 7

5.2 5.5 5.9 3.7 5.9
Undeci ded 14 2 4 4 4

2.5 1.4 2.9 2.5 3.4

Whul d you support or oppose an anendnent to the U S. Constitution
permtting organi zed prayer at public school functions?

Suppor t 227 39 38 85 65
62.7 50. 6 50. 7 69. 7 73.9
Qppose 47 20 8 12 7
13.0 26.0 10.7 9.8 8.0
Undeci ded 88 18 29 25 16

24.3 23.4 38.7 20.5 18. 2



School | nprovenents Needed (Conti nued)

VWi ch of the follow ng proposals for reducing turnover at board
likely to support?

el ections are you nost
Si x-year term

Annual el ections

with 3-yr terns

Leave el ection
as is

& her/ Undeci ded

166
32.0

120
23.1

36
25.9

25
18.0

41
29.5

37
26.6

North

46
35.9

28
21.9

Central

48
33.1

27
18.6

Sout h

24
22.4

24
22.4

31
29.0

28
26. 2



