|ASB Delegate Assembly
Positions Addressed In The
2000 Spring Legislative Session

elegate Assembly resolutions provide Association leadership and staff with direction in pol-
icy matters and with the legislature. Some prompt the introduction of new legislation, oth-
ers establish positions for or against measures contained in existing legislation. Some reso-
lutions call for other action—typically dealing with the federal government, the Illinois
State Board of Education or member districts. As the chart below indicates, the
Association’s position statements gave IASB staff direction on hundreds of pieces of legislation.
Legislative proposals on School Breakfast (HB 2379), Inspector General (SB 1888), and
IMRF Health Care (SB 100) were just three bills that were a direct affront to the most significant
positions held by IASB. IASB and lllinois Statewide School Management Alliance lobbyists were
successful in defeating these measure or impacting them in such a way as to remove any

unfunded mandate implications.

Several measures were introduced that
would have severely impacted the property tax
base. Legislators typically feel pressure from
taxpayers to lessen their tax burden in an elec-
tion year. This year was no exception (as seen
by the number of bills introduced effecting
IASB Position 2.30). The IASB staff was suc-
cessful in defeating the majority of these meas-
ures. Those that were successful made changes
to current programs such as: extending the
veteran lodge assessment freeze to the Masons;
raising the income eligibility requirements for
the Circuit Breaker; and removing veteran
benefits from the income that is considered for
the seniors assessment freeze.

Another election-year hot button is stu-
dent safety. As the chart below indicates,

there were many bills introduced on this sub-
ject. After the incident in Decatur school man-
agement folks were fearful that changes would
be made in their decision-making authority
regarding suspensions and expulsions that, as
school leaders are aware, are an important
part of maintaining safety in schools. Not only
were Alliance lobbyists successful in defeating
all of the measures introduced to impact this
authority they were able to work to pass a bill
that allows school districts greater flexibility—
SB 1426.

These are just a few of the highlights. The
chart below provides a picture of all the
changes the General Assembly proposed
effecting the business of providing public edu-
cation.
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6.02 Image of Public Education 2976 1604, 1888
6.03 Periodic Review of State
and Federal Mandates 3354
6.06 State Board of Education Membership 2923
6.11 School Crossing Safety 3275, 3941
6.15 ISBE Rules and Regulations Review HJR 61
6.19 Group Placement of Students 1447
6.28 Statutory Job Descriptions 1333
7.02 District Reorganization 3910
NOTE: Bill text and status are available online at: http://wwwv.legis.state.il.us.
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