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Accountability
AYP no sure sign of school effectiveness, report claims : Districts must decide if student needs are met (July 2009, 1)
State earns passing grades in ‘09 Quality Counts study on education (February 2009, p. 3)

Achievement
Ratio of students making AYP rises again : Sixth straight year of gains seen in test scores (June 2009, 1)
State earns passing grades in ‘09 Quality Counts study on education (February 2009, p. 3)

Administrators
IASA Annual Conference, April 1-3, to feature top speakers, budget primer (February 2009, p. 2)
IASB job fair judged a success by most participating school districts (April 2009, p. 10)
Luncheon events for new superintendents share facts about IASB (September 2009, p. 4)
Schaumburg CCSD 54’s Rafferty wins IASA award (December 2009, p. 8)

Business
Developments clarify contract bidding requirements (January 2009, p. 10)
Illinois school boards hit by cash-swiping ‘clampi’ computer virus; FBI called in (November 2009, p. 1)

Charter Schools
Obama education plan seeks extra pay for top teachers (April 2009, p. 8)

Conference
27 top panel ideas chosen from 100 : Winners being invited to ‘share the success’ (April 2009, p. 6)
Conference goers can browse or buy favorite photos taken at this year’s event (November 2009, p. 8)
Conference offers training sessions for board secretaries (October 2009, p. 6)
Fourth annual high school event to focus on economic challenges (April 2009, p. 2)
IASB to demonstrate online learning center at conference (November 2009, p. 5)
Joint Annual Conference sets attendance mark, count up 118 to 12,379 (December 2009, p. 1)

Consolidation
Consolidation pushed amid long, steady drop in district count (June 2009, p. 9)

Construction
Construction funds bonanza contained in federal programs (August 2009, p. 6)
Repairs, preventative maintenance not allowed under federal funding rules (August 2009, p. 6)
Wal-Mart building transformed into Ottawa school (September 2009, p. 1)

Construction/Design
AASA eyes overdue projects to boost U.S. economy, repair school buildings (January 2009, p. 4)
Conference to feature winning school designs from 2009 EEE design competition (October 2009, p. 10)
Entries sought in school design awards program : July 24 deadline set; display at conference (April 2009, p. 7)
NSBA seeks federal stimulus funds for school repairs (January 2009, p. 5)

Data
Federal grant helping ISBE improve education data infrastructure (June 2009, p. 8)

Democracy
Board honors Civic Mission of Schools Coalition for plan (December 2009, p. 2)



Demographics
Census estimates released on Title I low-income count (February 2009, p. 2)

Desegregation
Decade of litigation over in Champaign schools : Voluntary consent decree ends amicably (September 2009, p. 10)

Drug Testing
IHSA announces plan for fall drug tests : Performance-boosting drug testing continues (October 2009, p. 3)

Drugs
Safe and Drug-Free Schools program resources online (April 2009, p. 2)

Facilities
AASA eyes overdue projects to boost U.S. economy, repair school buildings (January 2009, p. 4)
NSBA seeks federal stimulus fund for school repairs (January 2009, p. 5)

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
Bills aim at tougher Freedom of Information, Open Meetings acts (April 2009, p. 11)
Freedom of Information Act compliance begins January 1 (December 2009, p. 10)
Governor gets bill overhauling FOIA law, further opening records (July 2009, p. 10)
School attorney believes new FOIA will impose added burdens, costs on schools (December 2009, p. 10)

Funding/Finance/Budgeting
Economic stimulus package could offer major influx of school funds (February 2009, p. 1)
Federal budget plan would boost school spending by $46.7 billion (March 2009, p. 1)
Federal ‘Race to the Top’ grants being sought: Devil is in the program’s details (November 2009, p. 1)
Federal stimulus aid plan holds $3 billion for Illinois education : Schools eye $174 million more under Quinn budget

(March 2009, p. 1)
Funding document answers common questions about General State Aid (May 2009, p. 2)
Governor’s plan would make public education a priority in an extremely difficult budget year (April 2009, p. 1)
IASA confab attendees learn ropes on U.S. stimulus funds (May 2009, p. 6)
K-12 education largely survives state’s $1 billion in budget cuts (September 2009, p. 5)
Lawsuit challenging state’s school funding system clears court hurdle (June 2009, p. 2)
New Illinois governor may try to resuscitate funding : Quinn once proposed tax increase for schools 

(February 2009, p. 8)
School districts show improvements in financial profiles : Leaders do ‘sound job’ managing the finances 

(April 2009, p. 11)
State may phase out ‘hold harmless’ aid but some would be harmed by cuts (April 2009, Back Page)
State updates stimulus funds delivery plan (May 2009, p. 1)
Survey identifies ramifications to schools from economic slump (January 2009, p. 1)

Governance
Workshop added on governance and school law (August 2009, p. 4)

Grants
IDOT’s Safe Routes to School program offers grants (March 2009, p. 3)
Illinois gets slice of federal education grants to schools (November 2009, p. 2)
Obama releases details of school reform grants (August 2009, p. 10)
School district library grant applications available (October 2009, p. 2)
State Board announces school breakfast grant monies now available for starting new program 

(June 2009, p. 4)

Green Schools
District 219 first to enlist its schools for ‘green’ certification (August 2009, p. 1)
Sustainable schools topic of symposium on ‘green’ practices (January 2009, p. 3)



Health
‘Action’ group offers school wellness policy tool (March 2009, p. 2)
Certification of nutrition program going electronic (August 2009, p. 2)
Food allergy committee to draft guidelines with some school participation (December 2009, p. 8)
IDOT’s Safe Routes to School program offers grants (March 2009, p. 3)
March conferences set on school wellness policies (February 2009, p. 2)
New state law allows closing some buildings due to health crisis (November 2009, p. 7)
State Board announces school breakfast grant monies now available for starting new program (June 2009, p. 4)
‘Walk Across Illinois’ fitness program benefits touted (October 2009, p. 3)

IASB
2009 supplements sent to those who bought 2008 School Code (May 2009, p. 3)
Annual calendar of legal school dates is now posted (September 2009, p. 5)
Boards asked to submit Delegate Assembly resolutions by June 24 : July 24 deadline set; display at conference 

(April 2009, p. 7)
Conference goers can browse or buy favorite photos taken at this year’s event (November 2009, p. 8)
Conference offers training sessions for board secretaries (October 2009, p. 6)
Conference planning tool to go online (October 2009, p. 5)
Directors learn of record-low number of non-member districts (April 2009, p. 3)
Division meetings this fall cover a range of knowledge (September 2009, p. 4)
Division Officers, Association staff work to boost workshop turnout (April 2009, p. 1)
IASB hosting February Leadership Conference (January 2009, p. 2)
IASB job fair judged a success by most participating school districts (April 2009, p. 10)
IASB mourns passing of former president, top executive, Sampson (August 2009, p. 5)
IASB nominating committee slates Alesandrini, Brooks to lead Association (October 2009, p. 7)
IASB publishes new edition of school maintenance manual (January 2009, p. 3)
IASB’s 2009 Cole Awards go to 17 newspapers for best board coverage (November 2009, p. 8)
IASB-sponsored programs offer numerous services to school districts : School construction tied up in budget battle

(June 2009, p. 11)
IASB to demonstrate online learning center at conference (November 2009, p. 5)
IASB to offer school board candidates training in every division (January 2009, p. 8)
IASB workshops for new board members to start in June (March 2009, p. 8)
Journal freshens design for 2010 to make way for expanded four-color use (November 2009, p. 9)
Luncheon events from new superintendents share facts about IASB (September 2009, p. 4)
Member’s-Only site offers surveys on board issues (September 2009, p. 5)
Miller takes home first annual Holly Jack Award for school district secretaries (December 2009, p. 7)
New-look BoardBook features improved search function, ‘quick view’ feature, more (December 2009, p. 8)
New member district bring current membership to 856 (December 2009, p. 9)
Policy-setting resolutions cover myriad issues (August 2009, p. 3)
Resolutions Committee backs adoption of two proposals : Changes eyed on ISBE pacts, election provisions 

(October 2009, p. 4)
School Board Members Day celebration can be extended (November 2009, p. 5)
Second ‘Gus’ book makes its debut at conference (November 2009, Back Page)

Illinois
Blagojevich impeachment trial may drag on for weeks (January 2009, p. 6)
Chicago instructor Rutter named Teacher of the Year by state (November 2009, p. 3)
Drive to revamp State Board of Education would alter appointment process via HB 80 (May 2009, Back Page)
Federal grant helping ISBE improve education data infrastructure (June 2009, p. 8)
Illinois joins 12 states to develop career-ready courses (July 2009, p. 2)
School districts show improvements in financial profiles : Leaders do ‘sound job’ managing the finances 

(April 2009, p. 11)
State board website provides ‘Diploma Project’ answers (January 2009, p. 8)
State’s online school expanding grades, mission (July 2009, p. 3)
TRS pension chief quits amid scandal (May 2009, p. 8)

Integration
Suburban school segregation concerns alleged by Pew group (June 2009, p. 6)



Lobbying
Board member volunteer at FRN event can join with peers to lobby the Congress (November 2009, Back Page)
Illinois School boards well represented at key lobby event in nation’s capital: FRN Conference (January 2009, p. 1)

Media
IASB’s 2009 Cole Awards go to 17 newspapers for best board coverage (November 2009, p. 8)

National School Lunch
Summer meals program law mandates take effect (January 2009, p. 2)

No Child Left Behind Act
AYP no sure sign of school effectiveness, report claims : Districts must decide if student needs are met (July 2009, p. 1)
Future of NCLB in doubt, says U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan (November 2009, p. 7)
Ratio of students making AYP rises again : Sixth straight year of gains seen in test scores (June 2009, p. 1) 
Students show growth on all state exams, but more schools hit on AYP as bar rises (December 2009, p. 2)

Nutrition
Certification of nutrition program going electronic (August 2009, p. 2)
Summer meals program law mandates take effect (January 2009, p. 2)

Open Meetings Act
Bills aim at tougher Freedom of Information, Open Meetings acts (April 2009, p. 11)
Open Meeting Act ruling urges better board practices (February 2009, p. 10)

Performance Pay
Leaders call for sweeping reform : Advance Illinois study seeks performance pay approach for schools 

(August 2009, p. 1)

Policy
Districts looked into policies to deal with Obama speech to schools (October 2009, p. 8)
IASB staff members co-host national conference in Chicago for board policy and governance training pros 

(June 2009, p. 5)
Online video tutorial explains IASB’s PRESS policy updating service (February 2009, p. 6)

Referenda
Primary election date of Feb. 2 a result of 2008 Obama push : Results in earlier 2010 deadlines for policy votes

(November 2009, p. 10)
Referendum results are unfavorable in April 7 balloting : Only one of nine bond proposals win approval 

(May 2009, p. 11)

Reform
Block scheduling advocate says high schools must change (July 2009, p. 7)
Guidance issued on use of federal funds to support RtI (November 2009, p. 2)
Leaders call for sweeping reform : Advance Illinois study seeks performance pay approach for schools 

(August 2009, p. 1)
Obama releases details of school reform grants (August 2009, p. 10)
Report suggests needed improvements to teacher evaluation system (October 2009, p. 9)

Religion
Illinois district court strikes period of silence law (March 2009, p. 11)

Restructuring
Block scheduling advocate says high schools must change (July 2009, p. 7)

Rural Schools
ISBE to recruit, support future agriculture teachers (May 2009, p. 2)

School Board Elections
April 7 school board election deadline remains to be met (February 2009, Back Page)



School Board Meetings
New-look BoardBook features improved search function, ‘quick view’ feature, more (December 2009, p. 8)

School Board Members
Board turnover lowest in past 12 years (July 2009, p. 10)
Five school board members honored as ‘Those Who Excel’ award winners (November 2009, p. 2)
New edition of collective bargaining book offered (September 2009, p. 3)
New Member’s-Only survey: ‘Why did voters elect you?’ (April 2009, p. 10)
School Board Member Day: time to salute (October 2009, p. 1)
School board member economic interest statements due at county clerk offices by May 1 (March 2009, p. 11)
School Board Members Day celebration can be extended (November 2009, p. 5)
School leaders from 405 Illinois districts attend NSBA (May 2009, p. 4)

School Board Presidents
2009 Burroughs Award nominations are sought (September 2009, p. 2)
Huddleston wins Burroughs Award as top school board president from ISBE (December 2009, p. 7)

School Board Role
Miller takes home first annual Holly Jack Award for school district secretaries (December 2009, p. 7)
Mt. Vernon board secretary wins Holly Jack award (October 2009, p. 6)
New booklet aimed at orienting new board members to board process, more (July 2009, p. 9)

School Board Training
Association urges individuals to update records of Master Board Member activities (July 2009, Back Page)
Conference for administrative professionals to offer learning opportunities for board secretaries (June 2009, p. 5)
Division meetings this fall cover a range of knowledge (September 2009, p. 4)
IASB Master Board Member awards earned by 222 individuals (November 2009, p. 6)
IASB to offer school board candidates training in every division (January 2009, p. 8)
Many division meetings offer orientation for board candidates (February 2009, p. 7)
New board member workshops offered through late August by IASB (July 2009, p. 8)
State association policy, training staffers center on better board member services (August 2009, p. 4)
Workshop added on governance and school law (August 2009, p. 4)
Workshops set for January, February on law basics for school board today (December 2009, p. 9)

School Boards
‘More creative leadership’ one advantage of board self-evaluation (November 2009, p. 6)

School Construction
House Bill 242 would ease pain of costly tax cap index : School construction tied up in budget battle 

(June 2009, p. 10)

School Law
Annual calendar of legal school dates is now posted (September 2009, p. 5)
Association set to mail out Alliance’s New School Laws publication soon (December 2009, p. 3)
Charles P. Rose confirmed as ED General Counsel: Attorney a true friend of schools (June 2009, p. 4)
Court allows tuition reimbursement to parents for special ed (August 2009, p. 10)
Developments clarify contract bidding requirements (January 2009, p. 10)
Freedom of Information Act compliance begins January 1 (December 2009, p. 10)
Governor gets bill overhauling FOIA law, further opening records (July 2009, p. 10)
ICSA shares special ed procedures, sample policies (March 2009, p. 9)
Illinois district court strikes period of silence law (March 2009, p. 11)
Legislature passes bills concerning education in veto session : Study of ISBE powers, AED mandate approved

(December 2009, p. 3)
Myriad new laws require attention (November 2009, p. 2)
New law may help schools ride out current economic recession (August 2009, Back Page)
Open Meeting Act ruling urges better board practices (February 2009, p. 10)
Publication highlights significant school legislation (January 2009, p. 11)
School attorney believes new FOIA will impose added burdens, costs on schools (December 2009, p. 10)
Workshop added on governance and school law (August 2009, p. 4)



School Safety/Violence
Anti-violence study aims at helping schools remain proactive (June 2009, p. 6)

School Schedules
Obama education plan seeks extra pay for top teachers (April 2009, p. 8)

Special Education
Attorneys to share special ed procedures for free (October 2009, p. 5)
Court allows tuition reimbursement to parents for special ed (August 2009, p. 10)
ICSA shares special ed procedures, sample policies (March 2009, p. 9)

Standards
Consistent gains registered on ACT, overall score rise on 3 of 4 subjects (October 2009, p. 2)
Former Colorado governor eyes best path for superintendents : ISBE advice: share common standards 

(November 2009, p. 9)
Illinois joins push to hammer out common learning standards : Districts must decide if student needs are met 

(July 2009, p. 1)
State board website provides ‘Diploma Project’ answers (January 2009, p. 8)

Superintendent Selection
Seminar on Jan. 20 will explore seeking job of superintendent for current superintendents (December 2009, p. 9)
Small rise seen in school district superintendent turnover in past year (November 2009, p. 7)

Taxes
House Bill 242 would ease pain of costly tax cap index : School construction tied up in budget battle 

(June 2009, p. 10)
Legislation would add CPI floor in tax cap counties (May 2009, p. 3)
Rising TIF costs raising concern for schools (February 2009, p. 1)

Teacher Retention
Written notices a must in meeting RIF targets (February 2009, p. 11)

Teachers
Chicago instructor Rutter named Teacher of the Year by state (November 2009, p. 3)
IASB job fair judged a success by most participating school districts (April 2009, p. 10)
ISBE to recruit, support future agriculture teachers (May 2009, p. 2)
Obama education plan seeks extra pay for top teachers (April 2009, p. 8)
Report suggests needed improvements to teacher evaluation system (October 2009, p. 9)
State earns passing grades in ‘09 Quality Counts study on education (February 2009, p. 3)

Technology
Information technology cuts reduce schooling support (June 2009, p. 3)
More than 30 Illinois school districts represented at NSBA’s 2009 technology and learning (T+L) conference 

(November 2009, p. 4)
NSBA’s T+L event to focus on leadership (June 2009, p. 3)
State’s online school expanding grades, mission (July 2009, p. 3)
Three Illinois districts ranked among tops for use of educational technology (November 2009, p. 5)

TIF
Rising TIF costs raising concern for schools (February 2009, p. 1)
Suggestions heeded to overhaul Tax Increment Financing (TIF) law (September 2009, p. 1)
TIF reform ideas put forward to fix school concerns (September 2009, p. 6)
TIF tip: Negotiate with municipality to limit costs (March 2009, p. 6)



Unions
Delegates push for law to forbid school strikes (December 2009, p. 1)
Just one strike called despite several close calls (July 2009, p. 10)
New edition of collective bargaining book offered (September 2009, p. 3)
Ottawa high school finds end to strike, other strikes averted (November 2009, p. 8)
Pitfalls and basics of bargaining to be covered at 2009 conference (September 2009, p. 3)
School year’s first teacher strike is called (October 2009, p. 10)

Unions/Negotiations
Longer not always better in collective bargaining agreements (May 2009, p. 8)
New salary disclosure law mandates reports on compensation (October 2009, p. 1)

Waivers
Deadline nears to seek district waivers from state mandates, rules (July 2009, p. 2)


